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Transportation Funding 
• Legislative Study Committee working on a 

“Plan B” found that a minimum of $1.0 to $1.5 
billion in “new annual transportation 
infrastructure investment” is needed.  

• The Study Committee listed twelve “Funding 
Options” to accomplish this task of raising 
revenue.   



Transportation Funding 

• GMA Executive Director Lamar Norton served 
on the Study Committee, and reported to 
GMA Membership that he “could not sign the 
report for one simple reason: it includes 
language that suggests taking or restricting 
revenues that fund local priorities.”    



Transportation Funding 

• “Look to long term solutions to wean the state and 
local governments from use of sales taxes on gasoline 
for non-transportation purposes, while also taking into 
account local governments’ present long-term bond 
obligations and their need for tax revenue to meet 
their own local transportation needs.” 

• A copy of the Final Report -
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/CommitteeDocu
ments/2014/Critical_Trans_Infra_Funding/Transportati
on_Study_Committee_Final_Report_2014.pdf 

http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/CommitteeDocuments/2014/Critical_Trans_Infra_Funding/Transportation_Study_Committee_Final_Report_2014.pdf
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/CommitteeDocuments/2014/Critical_Trans_Infra_Funding/Transportation_Study_Committee_Final_Report_2014.pdf
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/CommitteeDocuments/2014/Critical_Trans_Infra_Funding/Transportation_Study_Committee_Final_Report_2014.pdf


Transportation Funding 

• http://www.gmanet.com/Assets/PDF/MFT_loc
al_collections_2013-2014.pdf  

• A county-by-county breakdown of total 
amount of local sales tax collections assessed 
on motor fuel from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 
2014.  (Typical local sales tax rates are 3% in 
each county.) 

http://www.gmanet.com/Assets/PDF/MFT_local_collections_2013-2014.pdf
http://www.gmanet.com/Assets/PDF/MFT_local_collections_2013-2014.pdf


Ethics Fines 

 
“E-filing system incorrectly flags individuals as 
late or non filers due to duplicate IDs, 
incomplete entries and outdated requirements.” 
  
 - State Auditor’s report, October 2014  

 



Ethics Fines 

 
“There should be administrative amnesty for 
local officials who were forced to use a flawed 
system”  
   
 - GMA Executive Director Lamar Norton  



Deed Filing 

• Current state law requires that a deed be filed 
within 90 days of a foreclosure.  
 

• GMA is working with the General Assembly on 
legislation that will impose penalties on banks 
or investors that do not follow the law.  



Municipal Tort Claims Act 

• Cities and counties have different levels of 
sovereign immunity.  
 

• When cities and counties participate in joint 
projects or jointly provide services, if something 
goes wrong, counties can walk away and cities 
are left with all of the liability 
 

• A Tort Claims Act would provide cities with more 
certainty and cap liability.  



Increasing Truck Weight  
 

• Last year there was legislation to allow heavier 
trucks on roads maintained by local 
governments. 

• Heavier trucks cause more damage to 
infrastructure and property and represents a 
financial and public safety issue.  

• GMA would like local law enforcement officers 
to have the ability to perform roadside safety 
inspections on trucks.  
 



Police Body Cameras 

• GMA is supportive of municipal officers 
wearing cameras, but GMA is opposed to any 
unfunded mandates requiring the purchase of 
such equipment.  



F.A.C.T. Act 
(Full Accountability in Collection of Taxes Act)  
• Sales tax data is more important now than 

ever before in order for a city to be 
competitive and plan for the future. 

• Representative Paul Battles and GMA are 
holding a series of meetings with DOR and the 
business community to come up with an 
improved model of data sharing.   



Municipal Court Judges 
The Municipal Court Judges Council and the 
Judicial Council of Georgia will be supporting 
legislation that would: 
• Make municipal courts “courts of record” and 

give them the power to grant new trials; 
• Mandate that municipal courts have 

prosecuting attorneys; and 
• Provide municipal court judges with a 

property interest in employment and only 
allow for them to be fired with cause.  
 



Effective Advocacy 101 

1. Know who your legislator is – visit 
http://www.gmanet.com/FindLegislator.aspx 
 

http://www.gmanet.com/FindLegislator.aspx


Visit www.gmanet.com 



Type in your city 





Effective Advocacy 101 - Stay Informed 

Read GMA’s Session Notes and Legislative Alerts – 
Published each Tuesday & Friday during session 



Effective Advocacy 101 

1. Know who your legislator is 
2. Stay informed  

– Legislative Alerts 
– Session Notes 

3. Keep in touch – not just when you need 
something! 



GMA’s Governmental Relations Staff 
Tom Q. Gehl  
Director, Governmental Relations  
Email: tgehl@gmanet.com  
Phone: (678) 686-6247  
Cell: (404) 444-8900 
 
Marcia Rubensohn  
Deputy Director, Governmental Relations  
Email: mrubensohn@gmanet.com  
Phone: (678) 686-6248  
Cell: (678) 576-4876 
 
Michael McPherson 
Governmental Relations Associate 
Email: mmcpherson@gmanet.com 
Phone: (678) 686-6390 
Cell: (404) 556-3661 

 

Justin Kirnon 
Governmental Relations Associate 
Phone: (678) 686-6255 
Cell: (404) 326-1708 
Email: jkirnon@gmanet.com 
 
Catherine Fleming 
Governmental Relations Associate 
Phone: (678) 536-4367 
Cell: (404) 558-1755 
Email: cfleming@gmanet.com 
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Questions?  
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